
 
 
 
 
 

Cooperating with the Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services 
2290 Lucien Way, Suite 300, Maitland, FL 32751 

(407) 648-6013 · (407) 648-6029 FAX · www.nass.usda.gov/fl 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

CITRUS 
 

MATURITY TEST RESULTS 

 

 September 12, 2012 

Results of the first orange and grapefruit maturity tests for the 2012-2013 season, using only regular bloom fruit, are listed below. 

Over three-fourths of the grapefruit sample groves are located in the Indian River District while nearly 90 percent of the orange 

sample groves are in the other four areas. Sample groves and trees remain relatively constant from season to season. Fruit was picked 

from trees throughout the five areas of the citrus growing region on September 4-5, 2012. Each sample was weighed, juiced, and 

tested in the Florida Agricultural Statistics Service (FASS) laboratory on September 6-7, 2012. The next monthly maturity and yield 

test results will be published in the forecast release on October 11, 2012, and will include late oranges. 

The percent of solids (Brix) is below the level of 2011-2012 for each of the orange and grapefruit types. Acid levels for midseason 

oranges and white seedless grapefruit are the lowest since the September series began in the 1997-1998 season. Acid levels for early 

oranges and colored seedless grapefruit are second lowest in the series. Resulting ratios are the highest in the series for all fruit types 

except the early oranges. 

Compared to the 2011-2012 season, unfinished juice per box is higher for early oranges and the solids per box is the highest in the 

series.  The measurements for white seedless grapefruit are both the highest in the series. Levels are only slightly lower for midseason 

oranges and colored seedless grapefruit compared to the 2011-2012 season. 

Results on this page are averages for the State. The table on page two reports averages for the Indian River District separately from the 

other areas. The percent of acid is higher and ratios are lower in all fruit types from the Indian River District when compared to other 

areas. Unfinished juice per box and solids per box are notably higher in the Indian River colored seedless grapefruit.

Citrus Unadjusted Maturity Tests by Type, September 1 – Florida:  Crop Years 2008-2009 through 
2012-2013 
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Citrus Fruit Maturity Test Averages, by Area – Florida:  September 1, 2012 
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